Constitution: Computer Applications and Quantitative Methods in
Archaeology, North America Chapter

The full title of the Chapter is “Computer Applications and Quantitative Methods in
Archaeology, North America. This may be abbreviated to “CAA-NA.”

The mission of CAA-NA is to advance the aims and interests of CAA International in the
countries found in North America. The specific aims of CAA-NA shall be:

i. to bring together archaeologists of all perspectives (anthropological and classical,
prehistoric and historic), computer scientists, mathematicians, and all others
interested in human heritage (cultural and biological);

ii. to encourage communication and interaction between these practitioners from diverse
disciplines;

iii. to stimulate discussions about current and future developments in computer
applications and quantitative methods for archaeology and human heritage.

Membership of CAA-NA shall be open to anyone on payment of an annual membership fee.
Dues shall be determined by the CAA-NA Steering Committee (defined below). Membership
shall extend for twelve months. Members are entitled to the following:
i. keeping their name and contact information on the information distribution list held
by the CAA-NA Steering Committee;
ii. receiving a copy of all information generally distributed to members;
iii. voting on issues brought to the Chapter General Membership, either at an annual
meeting or by post or e-mail.

CAA-NA shall be administered by the Chapter Steering Committee (CSC). The CSC shall
consist of four officers elected for terms of three years. The first officers for the CAA-NA shall
be elected by the CAA-NA Founding Committee. Officers may serve for no more than two (2)
consecutive terms in the same office, but may serve multiple non-consecutive terms. These
officers are the Chair, the Vice Chair, General Secretary, and the Membership and Treasury
Secretary. Minimum qualifications for election to the CSC are:
i. membership in good standing in the International CAA throughout the time of CSC
duties (as specified in the CAA International Constitution);
ii. membership in good standing in CAA-NA;
iii. prior attendance of at least two of the preceding three CAA conferences (international
or Chapter).

The CSC shall also include a Student Representative, who will be invited by the CSC to serve in
an ex-officio capacity. A Student Representative may serve until, or for no more than nine
months after, cessation of enrollment at an institution of higher education. If an annual
conference is held, the Chair of the Conference Organizing Committee may attend CSC meetings
for three years, those years being the preceding year, year of, and year after the conference,
serving in an ex-officio capacity. Any other member of CAA-NA may be invited to serve on the
Committee in an ex-officio capacity for one or more annual meetings at the discretion of the
CSC.



The purpose of the Chapter Steering Committee is to accomplish the following:

i. manage the affairs of the Chapter;

ii. represent the organization in public and professional contexts (this responsibility
falls primarily on the Chair);

iii. provide an articulation with the International CAA Organization (the Chair or Chair’s
proxy will represent the Chapter on the International CAA Steering Committee);

iv. determine if, when, and where a Chapter conference will be convened;

v. oversee any conferences held under the auspices of the CAA-NA,;

vi. determine or approve the nature and format of any Conference Proceedings or other
publications or documents, in any medium, produced under the auspices of the
Chapter.

The Chapter Steering Committee shall meet during the Annual CAA International Conference. A
second meeting will be held during any CAA-NA Chapter conference. Additional meetings may
be held at the discretion of the CSC when at least 75% of the committee members are able to
attend, either in person, by proxy, or by virtual presence (video- or tele-conferencing).

The Chair, in consultation with the CSC, may appoint an Advisory Board to advise and assist the
CSC in whatever matters the CSC brings before it. Members of the Advisory Board shall serve a
term of one year but may be re-appointed.

The decision to hold a CAA-NA Conference shall be made by the CSC in consultation with the
General Membership. The CSC shall work to stimulate conferences, which may take place in
conjunction with other conferences or workshops. Institutions and organizations that wish to host
a conference shall submit a bid to the CSC that outlines the conference theme, local facilities,
proposed timing, plans for the Proceedings, and other relevant information as requested by the
CSC. If multiple bids are received, the CSC shall select between them. The CSC may request
input from the General Membership for the selection of a conference venue. Should a Chapter
Conference be held, one or more CSC members, or their representatives, shall have the right to
meet with the conference organizers approximately two to four months prior to the conference in
order to assist the organizers by providing evaluation and suggestions related to the conference
plan, and to represent the interests of the organization.

Changes to the Constitution may take place during the first year of the Chapter’s existence,
which is to say April 7, 2007 through April 6, 2008, by a simple vote of the CSC. After that
date, changes in the Constitution must be approved by a 65% majority of submitted votes. The
General Membership must be sent a notification of the vote by e-mail or postal mail at least 14
days prior to the voting deadline. The form of the vote (e.g., showing of hands at an annual
meeting, e-mail, Internet form, postal, fax, etc.) will be determined by the CSC.



